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Bimxr impurtant Erxas Attractions
Some Salient Facts Touching
Upon the Desirability of Texas
as a Place for Location and
Investment.
BY JUDGE NORMAN G. KITTRELL

HEN any man begins to consider the question of changing
his place of residence and making a new home, he naturally
inquires first whether the change will be best for him and
his family.
If he has a comfortable home and is making a good living, sees
a reasonable prospect for the future of his children and enjoys average
health, he should not move, because, upon the whole, he will not find
much better conditions anywhere else.
The man who does not dwell among such favorable conditions
will be benefited by coming to Texas.
He will think first of the climate. In all likelihood, if he has never
been to Texas, he will have the mistaken idea, so prevalent beyond
her limits, that the weather here is tropically hot, so hot as to make
life a burden.
The truth is, the only difference is summer, or hot weather, be
gins in the North about June first and lasts three to three and one-half
months, while here it begins in May and lasts five to six months.
Another difference is that the heat here is dry, and is tempered by
a constant Gulf breeze, about as strong at Dallas as at Corpus Christi;
the nights are delightfully cool, and deaths from sunstroke are abso
lutely as rare as death by lightning. There are not three days in the
year when any man cannot safely work at any hour of the day in all
the Coast country of Texas. The Gulf breeze fans him as steadily
and refreshingly at noontide as at twilight.
Another attraction of Texas is her school facilities. Her perma
nent free school fund amounts to over $50,000,000.00, and the in
terest upon bonds and rents from lands belonging to it, and an eigh
teen cents tax on the $100.00, provides schooling for from four to
eight months for over 800,000 children. Furthermore, a free edu
cation is absolutely assured to the children of generations yet unborn,
whether they attend a country school, a city school or the univers
ity, an institution ranking with the best in the United States.
So Texas assures you a genial climate and a free education.
This is not all. In many of the states, especially in the West
and Northwest, counties and towns and townships have been bank
rupted by voting subsidies to railroads and other enterprises. No
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city, county, town or other subdivision of Texas, or the state herself,
can vote a dollar of subsidy to any kind of enterprise. Nor can any
county issue bonds exceeding $500.00 for any purpose, unless said
issue is authorized by a vote of the property owners and tax payers
of the county.
Texas profited by the unfortunate example of many of her
sister states that voted millions of wealth as subsidies, and by a con
stitutional provision made such fully impossible.
The last crowning attraction of Texas is her homestead law.
When a man has secured and paid for a home in a city or town, the
ground for which was not worth exceeding $5,000, when set apart as
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a homestead, regardless of improvements, he can erect any kind of
building he is able to erect on the property, and furnish it as he
pleases or is able to do, and that home is exempt from sale for debt,
together with all it contains. If the husband and father dies bank
rupt, his family is assured of shelter that no creditor can touch.
If the home be in the country it may consist of 200 acres of land,
regardless of its value or the value of the improvements on it, and
when it has been paid for it will be exempt from sale for debt in like
manner as the town or city home. And there will be exempt also,
two horses or mules, five cows and calves, twenty hogs, twenty sheep,
one year's supply of provisions, and all household and kitchen furni-
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ture. Then it will be seen that however fiercely the storm of adversity
may break up the family, it is assured of a home that no creditor
can touch.
It is historically and indisputably true that Texas was the first
state or government in all the world to enact a homestead law, and
it is so thoroughly fixed in her constitution and so entrenched in public
sentiment that any change of it is impossible, and there was never
a wiser, more beneficent or valuable law enacted,
r-i Texas offers a genial climate where extremes of temperature
are unknown; free education to the children of the present and all
coming generations; absolute guarantee against the burdens of sub
sidy debts; a homestead law which insures a shelter to the family
under all circumstances, and a soil prodigally productive of a variety
of the fruits of this earth that no state in the Union can equal, and a
peaceable, hospitable, lawabiding people will extend a cordial welcome
to every comer.
What more can any man ask?

A FARCICAL VENGEANCE.
A magazine editor was congratulating Richard Harding Davis
on the success of his farces.
"You handle the farce," said the editor, "as skillfully as you
used to handle the short story. You have the gift of seeing every
thing in a farcical light."
"Oh, I don't know," said Mr. Davis modestly.
"Could you," pursued the editor, "treat farcically the situation of
a wife's elopement with her husband's best friend? Would you get
any fun out of a situation so grimly sad and horrible as that?"
Mr. Davis laughed.
"One of the principals in just such a situation," he said, "got a
good deal of fun out of it. I allude to the deserted husband. He
got fun and a terrible revenge as well. This deserted husband, the
day after his wife's elopement with his best friend, sent the aforesaid
best friend a packet and the following letter:
" 'Dear sir: Please hand the enclosed set of false teeth to my
late wife, and ask her to be so good as to return my father's, which,
in the hurry of the moment, she took by mistake.' "

